[Percutaneous therapy of occlusions of calf arteries with newly developed hydrodynamic thrombectomy catheter, Angiojet LF140].
To evaluate the rheolytic thrombectomy catheter Angiojet LF140 (RTC) for treatment of calf artery occlusions. A 47-year-old male patient with an 8 cm measuring occlusion of the femoropopliteal and all calf vessels, suffering from limb threatening ischemia for 21 days, was treated with hydrodynamic thrombectomy (RT) using the modified RTC LF140. Most of the occluded segments could be successfully recanalized with the RTC. 450 ml of heparinized saline were injected. Parts of the tibial posterior artery and the fibular artery remained occluded. Additional long-term fibrinolysis therapy was administered (24 h), until all lower limb arteries were completely recanalized (+3 according to Rutherford). The modified RTK LF140 allows the treatment of acute thrombotic occlusions, even small caliber vessels. The device fails to remove organized and walladherent thrombus.